Development of interocular equivalence in rats trained on a distal-cue navigation task.
What is learned about the visual world through one eye can be retrieved and used to guide behavior by the other eye. To study the development of this phenomenon, called interocular equivalence, we trained rats on a spatial learning task. Rats only 22 days old were able to learn this task with one eye, but they demonstrated no interocular equivalence. This capacity began to emerge when pups were 25 days old but was not robust until pups were 28 days old. That interocular equivalence emerges gradually during development suggests that the young rat, in some ways, may function as a split-brain animal.